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k February 1957 


Ifl BPBAIP tai FOR THE RECORD: 


aneviCT. Conference at Rational Science Foundation on Development 
«f fin Area -language Specialist Register 


' i. »r «**at 0CB/Ll»t«on Division, 25X1 A9a 

the undersigned attended on 30 January 1957 a meeting held at *5? 

national Science Foundation, 1520 H- Street, R. W-, to discuss 

proposed development of a register of Area-Language Specialist personnel 

lytfc* Foundation. Invited to the meeting werereprasentativesof 

^TOCB, Department of Defense, Department of the Army (Special 

Barf are), tjgAf (D/I), State Department, Public Health and Welfare 

Department, DSIA, ICA, Civil Service Commission, Department of 

Agriculture, and the American Council of Learned Soctetlee^eh^^ 25X1 A9a 

undersigned attended as an Observer only, as did ■■■■■■ 

g^^tlag vas chaired by Dr. Tom mils of the national Science 

Foundation" 

2* M&S828&. 

m. At present, national-level registers of specialist 
personnel exist only for specialists in the physical BeieneM,earth 
sciences, life sciences {anatomy, zoology, biology, etc.), meteorology, 
SoSapto, psychology, certain engineering specialties and OBed 
ftellHosure 1, attached to original only) , These registers, developed 
at a orevious time by the Rational Science Foundation , have hree 
Ohlectives- 1) To serve as a stand-by tool for canvassing resources 
2 J tlw of'eJrg.ncy, 2) to proviao » otatlsttori aia totte review 
ef tbe adequacy and character of specialist personnel, and 3) to ae 
c» m aid for business and. government, in the • y yrt ,. 9£ 

** mobilization only. The registers provide detailed infoimation, 
recorde d onTO '’ ^ 1 '^^ microfilm, as to age, sex, geographical 
location, language qualifications, etc., in addition to tbe specialties 
possessed by the individual . 

b, fhe Rational Science Foundation is also conducting a 
national survey Of current earned doctoral degrees with the intent of 

“SgSfWSSS^.*’^— S=!T2 actual 

«H 5 >loyment of tbe specialists so registered by sending them questionnaires 


C 
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six Booths to a year after their completion of writ for their degree. 

«. the concept of • separate Area-language Specialist 

Register has teen investigated In the past ty the Civil Service 
Commission (on the request of GOt); hwever. the XtepartBent of^^w* 
ms unable at that time to eatress sufficiently distinct requirements, 
and the idee died a natural death. 

4. SU tit Department of Defease has new transmitted to OSH 
a strong reeoaaaandation for development of « smt^ ^register, thougi 
with primary reference to language caB »*^ ee ' J®* 
indicated to Rational Science Foundation the advisability of exploring 
a, cos&lned Area-tsmgoage Racialist Register. 

3* Substance of gonffrgnee 

ft, Discussion concentrated on the uses for the register, 
with scam attention to the terms of reference to be considered in 
d e signing it. It wee agreed that in general the register should have 
gn*t utility. Individual consents are as follows : 

nBT6 - anticipates very great need; Area -gpeeia ltst positions 
are presently under proposal to Congress for incorporation in a Career 
Service. 


auhdi 
©»3y broad are* 



interested primarily in diaciplines 
lsation rather than the reverse; requires 


- jether minor interest in area 
Ijj professional competence. 

m— .m i ym i - such register would lend itself primarily 
to and. exultation requirements rather then to recruitssent 

hBoaa se of the heavy raquirasent in State on l angtaigp and the behavioral 
sciences in addition to area loaowledge. the department depends primarily 
ea its own training program in which JOO students are now enrolled 
here and abroad. (See Area Specialist appraisal sheet, Snclosure 30 


to continue to train most of its people, 
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TWFWSW Off SEflgSg - Psychological Warfare and tfneonventional 
Warfare 'jiSc* e®$has i s on discipline®, with area competence 

cooing second; has mm foreign area training program, military personnel 
only. 


PBAff * requires generalists rather than specialists except 
in thetaargstlng field. Will have great need for Area Specialists 
in the event of mobilisation since the military personnel will 
leave to fight the war. 

b. the point was made that a review of the whole concept 
of mobilisation allocations may be necessary before adequate cooperation 
My be obtained trm g overn m en t agencies in developing the register. 
While most agencies presently have a register of sorts for their own 
requirements which in turn would be most useful in establishing the 
master register, the agencies distinctly conflict with one another 
la their presumptions of priority ia the procurement of specialist 
personnel. Shis has in the past led to a dog-in-the-manger attitude 
with regard to the development of community-wide resources . 

e. the discussion of appropriate terms of reference Indicated 
that much coordination must be done before there is agreement on the 
lafosvaticn to be recorded. It was tentatively commented that decision 
must be made on the manner of recording such Information as disciplines 
«uad sub -disciplines , dialects within language groups, levels of 
competence is languages, non -academic area study or experience, and 
identification of the differences in the mobilisation role {e.g. the 
generalist versus the specialist) . 

d. She CGB representative remarked that an intangible but 
nonetheless isportant benefit of the register will be its attainment 
of a conclusive statement of the facts— an inventory of the situation 
which should alleviate some official worries and feelings of pressure 
which are not actually appropriate . 

e* Wm group agreed that each agency, in contemplating 
detailed requirements for the register should devote considerable 
thought to its actual mobilisation requirements and that this should be 
applied to the specific responses to be made in future consultations . 
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k. 1 gtM Batioaftl Science Inundation intends to dispatch a 
letter to each interested Agency, including the CIA, which will 
restate the proposal for the register and request specific affinsatiwe 
or noa-affiraative indication of interest. It is recassaended that 
the response to this letter, as well as future conferences which aay 
he called with regard to the register, he coordinated further with 
the Office of Personnel, 0CI, and appropriate elements of T5D/P. 


25X1 A9a 


OCh/a/SR .^^■:mah(2800) 

Btstributiou; 

1 - St/X thru St 

1 - 0G®/l»iaison (gSWEgj i) through SA/RR 25X1 A9a 

1 - Ch/Q 


- b - 
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